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UNCLAS NEW DELHI 10668 

USINFO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: NEWSOM PRESS BRIEFING 

FOLLOWING EXCHANGE BETWEEN NEWSMEN TOOK PLACE JULY 
12TH FOLLOWING UNDERSEC NEWSOM’S MEETING WITH 
P.M. DESAI AND FOREIGN MIN. VAJPAYEE: 

(Q) COULD YOU TELL US MR. SEC. WHAT YOU DISCUSSED 
WITH THE PM AND THE FORNMIN? 

(A) THE MAIN PURPOSE OF MY VISIT TO INDIA IS 
TO GAIN AN ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION AS IT NOW 
OBTAINS IN SOUTH ASIA, BOTH IN TERMS OF MY POSITION AS 
UNDER SECRETARY AND IN TERMS OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

OUR TALKS TODAY ARE A CONTINUATION OF THE RECENT 
CONSULTATION PROCESS IN WASHINGTON WHEN THE PM 
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AND THE FOREIGN MIN WERE THERE. 

(Q) DID YOU DISCUSS AFGHANISTAN? 

(A) YES WE DID. I EXPLAINED THAT WE WISH TO 
MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN. ARE 
ANXIOUS TO MEET WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT THERE AND 
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DESIROUS OF LEARNING INDIAS VIEWS ON AFGHANISTAN. 

THE INDIAN FOREIGN SECRETARY WAS IN AFGHANISTAN 
RECENTLY AND WE ARE GLAD TO GET THE BENEFIT OF 
INDIA'S VIEWS ON THE SITUATION THERE TODAY. 

(Q) IF WHEN YOU GO TO KABUL, MR. SECRETARY, YOU 
FIND THAT IT IS COMMUNIST, WILL U.S. AID THEN BE 
CUT OFF? 

(A) WE HAVE NOT MADE THAT DETERMINATION. THE NEW 
AFGHAN GOVERNMENT HAS INDICATED THAT IT WANTS US TO 
CONTINUE ASSISTANCE AND WANTS TO MAINTAIN FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH THE US. 

(Q) THEN YOU FEEL THE NEWSWEEK STORY IS WRONG IN 
STATING THAT THERE IS A COMPLETE SOVIET PRESENCE 
TODAY IN AFGHANISTAN, ACCORDING TO US INTELLIGENCE 
SOURCES? 

(A) MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THERE HAS BEEN AN 
INCREASE IN THE PRESENCE OF SOVIET ADVISORS IN 
AFGHANISTAN, BUT OF COURSE THERE HAVE BEEN LARGE 
SOVIET PROGRAMS THERE FOR A LONG TIME. MY 
UNDERSTANDING IS THAT AFGHANISTAN HAS AN 
INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT AND THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
WISHES TO MAINTAIN FRIENDLY RELATIONS. 
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(Q) WAS THE TARAPUR NUCLEAR ISSUE PART OF YOUR 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE PM AND THE FORNMIN? 

(A) NO IT DID NOT COME UP EXCEPT THAT I INFORMED 
THE P.M. THAT THERE WOULD BE A VOTE TODAY IN THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES ON THE PENDING 
SHIPMENT OF URANIUM AND THAT THE RESULT OF THAT 
VOTE WOULD COME THIS EVENING LOCAL TIME. 

(CLARIFICATION OFFERED ON REQUEST FOLLOWING THE PRESS 
MEETING.) 

A RESOLUTION HAS BEEN INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES TO DISAPPROVE THE SHIPMENT OF 7.6 
TONS OF URANIUM TO INDIA. THE VOTING ON THAT RESOLUTION 
IS EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE JULY 12. WE ARE HOPEFUL 
THAT THE SALE WILL GO FORWARD QUICKLY. 

PETERSON 
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